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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  WOKINGHAM  BOROUGH  AND 
WOKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT  JOINT 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  of  Wokingham  for  the 
year  1964. 

No  major  epidemics  of  infectious  or  notifiable  diseases 
occurred  during  the  year  in  the  area  of  either  Authority,  while  the 
vital  statistics  given  below  show  that  the  health  of  the  com¬ 
munity  remained  satisfactory.  The  provision  of  main  drainage  in 
the  rural  areas  is  still  a  major  problem,  while  the  housing  difficul¬ 
ties  of  the  expanding  population  continue  to  be  as  serious  as  ever. 
Both  these  problems,  however,  are  being  dealt  with  in  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  manner  by  the  authorities  concerned.  The  long-term  plan  for 
sewerage  should  eventually  result  in  the  disappearance  of  a  large 
number  of  the  cesspools  which  are  a  frequent  cause  of  nuisance,  a 
potential  danger  to  public  health  and  an  anachronism  in  the  present 
century.  The  housing  problem  is  also  being  tackled  energetically 
by  both  the  Borough  and  District  Councils,  while  the  rate  of  pri¬ 
vate  building  is  increasing  every  year.  In  particular,  it  is  gratify¬ 
ing  to  note  the  increased  number  of  houses  specially  designed  to 
accommodate  old  persons  which  are  being  built  in  the  Rural 
District. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  population,  both  of  the  Borough  and  the  Rural  District, 
continued  to  increase  during  the  year,  and  the  Registrar  General’s 
figures  for  1964  show  that  4,440  more  persons  were  living  in  the 
combined  area  than  in  the  previous  year;  of  these,  1,440  were  in 
the  Borough  and  3,000  in  the  Rural  District. 

This  increase  brought  the  total  population  up  to  76,510  and 
was  accounted  for  by  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  of  1,040,  and 
newcomers  from  other  parts  of  the  British  Isles  numbering  3,400. 

In  1964  there  were  1,690  live  births  in  the  combined  area  com¬ 
pared  with  1,573  in  1963.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  of  22.1  per  thou¬ 
sand  population,  which  is  considerably  above  the  national  average 
of  18.4.  There  are  several  reasons  for  this,  including  full  employ¬ 
ment,  early  marriages  and  larger  families,  and  also  the  high  per¬ 
centage  of  young  married  couples  among  the  newcomers. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  were  slightly  below  last  year,  being  650 
compared  with  657  in  1963.  This  gives  a  death  rate  of  8.5  per 
thousand,  which  is  well  below  the  national  figure  of  11.3.  Thirty- 
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seven  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  lung  cancer,  compared  with  14 
in  1963  and  23  in  1962.  This  follows  the  general  steady  increase 
each  year  throughout  the  country  as  a  whole,  and  the  connection 
between  these  deaths  and  smoking  cannot  be  ignored. 

Thirty-one  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  occurred  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  7  over  the  previous  figures.  The  infant 
mortality  rate  was  18.34,  which  continues  to  be  below  the  national 
average  of  20.0  and  once  more  reflects  the  efficiency  of  the  mater¬ 
nity  and  child  welfare  services  in  the  Borough  and  District. 

Perinatal  deaths,  i.e.,  stillbirths  and  deaths  of  babies  under  one 
year  old,  continue  to  decline  slowly.  Many  of  these  cannot  be 
prevented,  but  a  nation  wide  campaign  with  special  attention  to 
mothers  and  babies  who  are  considered  poor  risks  during  the  birth 
period  is  now  having  its  effect  on  the  figures.  In  the  Wokingham 
area  the  rate  was  25.5  per  thousand  live  births,  which  compares 
favourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  in 
recent  years. 

Stillbirths  numbered  25,  a  decrease  of  7  from  the  previous 
year,  giving  a  rate  of  14.5  compared  with  the  national  figure  of 
16.3.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  fell  to  3.7  compared 
with  4.2  the  previous  year.  One  maternal  death  unfortunately  took 
place  during  1964,  thus  spoiling  the  record  of  several  years  past. 

COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

Once  again,  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  or  diphtheria  occurred  in 
either  the  Borough  or  Rural  District.  The  number  of  cases  of 
measles  was  about  half  the  total  for  the  previous  yeear,  502  cases 
being  notified.  There  was,  however,  an  increase  in  the  notifications 
of  whooping  cough  from  28  in  1963  to  118  in  the  past  year.  In¬ 
creasing  numbers  of  this  disease  were  reported  throughout  the 
country  as  a  whole.  Notifications  of  scarlet  fever  were  less  than 
the  previous  year.  This  is  the  only  disease  that  has  not  shown  a 
dramatic  decline  in  the  past  few  years  and  it  is  interesting  to  see 
in  old  reports  of  75  years  ago  that  scarlet  fever  was  at  that  time 
prevalent  in  the  Borough  and  Rural  District  and  was  the  cause 
of  many  deaths,  which  fortunately  is  not  the  case  to-day. 

Only  two  cases  of  dysentery  and  three  of  food  poisoning  were 
reported.  It  is  probable  that  many  more  cases  of  the  former 
occurred,  but  in  the  absence  of  bacteriological  confirmation  were 
put  down  to  “Berkshire  belly.” 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  remained  much  the  same  as  be¬ 
fore,  24  cases  of  the  pulmonary  type  and  3  non-pulmonary  being 
notified,  compared  with  19  and  3  in  the  previous  year.  Only  one 
death  from  this  disease  was  recorded. 
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VOLUNTARY  SERVICES 

During  the  year  the  Women’s  Voluntary  Service  was  able  to 
make  a  start  in  providing  “Meals  on  Wheels”  for  old  persons  in 
two  places  in  the  district.  A  service  was  begun  in  Crowthorne 
and  another  one  in  the  Nine  Mile  Ride  area.  In  the  latter  case 
meals  are  cooked  in  the  canteen  of  a  large  factory  in  the  Borough, 
which  provides  18  old  persons  with  two  hot  meals  per  week.  It  is 
expected  that  the  service  will  expand  still  further  when  other 
suitable  places  for  the  preparation  of  the  meals  can  be  found. 

SMOKING  AND  HEALTH 

A  short  campaign  was  carried  out  by  a  team  who  came  to 
Wokingham  in  July.  Educational  films  and  short  talks  on  the 
dangers  of  smoking  were  given  at  five  schools,  followed  by  dis¬ 
cussion  of  the  subject.  The  greatest  impact  appeared  to  be  upon 
the  children  at  the  two  primary  schools,  and  generally  the  visit 
setms  to  have  been  worthwhile. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  help  and 
support  given  by  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  both  Public  Health 
Committees  to  me  and  my  colleagues.  I  would  also  like  to  thank 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  of  the  Borough  and  Rural 
District  and  all  members  of  their  staff  for  their  co-operation  and 
assistance  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

I.  W.  MacKICHAN 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Council  Offices, 
Shute  End, 
Wokingham, 
Berkshire. 
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Wokingham  Borough 


CLINIC  BUILDING 

During  the  past  year  planning  has  taken  place  for  the  building 
of  a  new  clinic  in  Wokingham  by  the  Berkshire  County  Council. 
This  project  appeared  in  the  report  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
for  1962,  among  the  capital  works  to  be  completed  under  the  ten- 
year  plan. 

At  the  present  moment  the  various  clinics  provided  by  the 
County  Council  and  Local  Authorities  are  scattered  throughout 
the  Borough.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinic  is  held  in 
the  War  Memorial  Building,  which  also  houses  the  Orthopaedic 
Clinic  run  by  the  Oxford  Regional  Board,  the  structure  being  main¬ 
tained  by  a  Board  of  Trustees  who  administer  the  charitable  fund. 
The  School  Eye  Clinic  is  held  in  the  Baptist  Hall,  the  Poliomye¬ 
litis  Immunisation  Clinic  in  the  Town  Hall  Annexe,  the  School 
Dental  Clinic  in  the  Reading  Road,  Speech  Therapy  at  West  Mead 
and  Child  Guidance  at  Field  House.  It  is  hoped  that  most  of  these 
services  will  be  brought  under  one  roof  in  the  near  future. 

Negotiations  have  now  been  entered  into  between  the  County 
Medical  Officer  and  the  Trustees  of  the  War  Memorial  Clinic  with 
a  view  to  making  use  of  the  old  clinic  site  for  the  new  building.  The 
Borough  Council  have  approved  of  this,  and  have  agreed  to  make 
further  land  available  next  to  the  old  clinic  to  allow  sufficient 
room  for  the  new  clinic.  This  will  have  the  great  advantage  of 
being  in  a  central  position  adjacent  to  the  new  Town  Hall  and  with 
ample  space  for  car  parking  nearby.  It  is  expected  that  the 
building  will  be  completed  in  the  next  two  or  three  years  and  will 
provide  a  much  needed  focal  point  for  medical  services  in  Woking¬ 
ham. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Construction  of  the  first  part  of  the  new  sewage  works  at 
Ashridge  was  begun  during  the  year  and  satisfactory  progress 
made.  During  the  work  of  reconstruction  the  old  plant  continued 
to  operate  satisfactorily  in  spite  of  considerable  difficulties.  Plans 
were  also  approved  for  increasing  the  pumping  capacity  of  the 
Toutley  station. 


WATER 

The  supply  of  water  to  the  Borough  continued  to  be  satisfac¬ 
tory,  both  in  quantity  and  quality.  As  recorded  elsewhere  in  the 
report,  routine  samples  were  taken  and  tested  bacteriologically 
with  satisfactory  results.  No  contamination  was  detected. 


Wokingham  Borough 
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LODGING  HOUSES 

Routine  inspections  were  carried  out  and  no  cause  for  dis¬ 
satisfaction  found. 

ABERDEEN  TYPHOID  EPIDEMIC 

On  instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  a  search  was 
made  in  the  town  for  tins  of  corned  beef  from  the  factory  which 
was  thought  to  be  the  source  of  the  typhoid  bacillus  leading  to  the 
Aberdeen  outbreak.  Twelve  tins  were  found  and  withdrawn  from 
sale. 


COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

The  figures  for  1964  are  all  low,  the  most  common  notifiable 
disease  being  measles,  with  96  cases.  Cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
fell  from  10  to  6  and  were,  as  usual,  due  to  minor  causes.  Scarlet 
fever  still  occurred  and  10  cases  were  notified,  compared  with  38 
in  1963.  Unlike  such  diseases  as  diphtheria,  smallpox  and  whoop¬ 
ing  cough,  this  illness  has  not  yet  shown  a  decline  in  incidence, 
but  fortunately  it  is  of  diminished  virulence  and  deaths  from  this 
cause  are  now  almost  unknown.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  in 
1899,  among  a  population  of  little  over  3,000  persons,  there  were 
5  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  3  cases  of  diphtheria  and  2  of 
puerperal  pyrexia. 


MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS 

The  birth  rate  still  remains  above  the  average  for  the  country, 
being  21.6  per  1,000  population.  Infantile  mortality  is  also  approxi¬ 
mately  the  same  as  the  national  average,  only  5  infant  deaths  under 
one  year  being  reported.  The  perinatal  mortality  did  however,  fall 
considerably,  and  is  now  almost  the  same  as  the  rest  of  the 
country. 

Accommodation  for  deliveries  is  reasonably  satisfactory,  but 
the  expanding  population,  higher  birth  rate  and  increasing  num¬ 
bers  being  delivered  in  hospital  place  a  great  strain  on  the  staff  at 
the  Wokingham  Maternity  Unit. 

DEATHS 

There  were  fewer  deaths  in  1964,  only  153  compared  with  192 
the  year  before,  and  the  death  rate  remains  below  the  average  for 
the  country  as  a  whole.  Six  deaths  from  lung  cancer  were  notified, 
compared  with  3  in  1963. 
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WOKINGHAM  BOROUGH 


STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  .  ...  3,403 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book 

at  31st  March,  1965  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4,445 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1965  ...  ...  ...  ...  £770,348 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £3,150 

Population  (estimated)  mid-year  ...  ...  ...  14,620 

LIVE  BIRTHS: 


M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  141 

153 

294 

Illegitimate 

6 

7 

13 

Total 

.  147 

160 

307 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per 

1,000  population)  : 

Actual 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Corrected  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent,  of  Total  Live  Births  . 

STILL  BIRTHS: 

M 

F 

Total 

Number  of  Still  Births  ...  1 

4 

5 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per 

1,000  live  and  still  births) 

... 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Under 

1  year)  : 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

.  4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

...  ...  — 

— 

— 

Total 

.  4 

1 

5 

20.9 

21.6 

4.2 


312 

16.0 


Infant  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

1  o  t  a  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 
live  births) 

Early  Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 
1,000  live  births) 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1 
week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 


17.0 

16.3 
9.8 
6.5 

22.4 


MATERNAL  DEATHS: 


Number  of  Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ... 


DEATH  (All  causes)  : 

M  F  Total 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  69  84  153 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population) 

A  ctual  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.5 

Corrected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8.3 


W  o  king  ham  Borough 
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NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(  Other  than  Tuberculosis  ) 


Disease 

1964 

1963 

1962 

Diphtheria . 

— 

_ 

Dysentery  . 

— 

— 

4 

Erysipelas  . 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning  . 

i 

— 

— 

Malaria  . 

— 

— 

Measles  . 

96 

140 

194 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . 

Poliomyelitis  : 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Paralytic  . 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Non-paralytic  . 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  . 

— 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

6 

10 

5 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

10 

38 

21 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever  . 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . 

18 

— 

5 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Group  Respiratory 

1 

Non-respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  .  - 

— 

— 

— 

1  year  . 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  years  .  1  - 

1 

— 

— 

5-9  ,,  .  ! 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  ,,  .  1  - 

— 

— 

— 

20-24  . .  ! 

1 

— 

— 

25-34  . .  1 

— 

— 

— 

^U-44  1  - 

1 

—  i 

— 

45-54  „  . 

1 

— 

— 

55-64  ,,  . 

— 

— 

— 

65-74  ,,  .  1  - 

— 

— 

— 

75  and  over  .  |  - 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (All  Ages)  ... 

4 

— 

— 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diph¬ 
theria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  during  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

DIPHTHERIA: 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

WHOOPING  COUGH: 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

TRIPLE  (  DIPHTHERIA/WHOOPING  COUGH/TETANUS  ) : 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  260 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  316 

The  number  of  children  and  adults  who  were  vaccinated 
against  Smallpox  and  immunised  against  Poliomyelitis  is  as 
follows : — 

SMALLPOX: 

Primary  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

POLIOMYELITIS: 

3  Oral  Doses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  289 

4th  Oral  Doses  or  Salk  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

CAUSES  OF  DEATPI  OF  INFANTS 
UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE. 

Congenital  abnormalities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Congenital  heart  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WOKINGHAM  BOROUGH,  1964. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Work  commenced  on  the  reconstruction  of  the  Ashridge 
Sewage  Works,  Phase  I,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  excellent  pro¬ 
gress  had  been  made.  It  is  contemplated  that  a  section  of  the  new 
works  will  be  in  operation  during  1965  in  addition  to  the  sewage 
works  pumping  facilities  at  the  Toutley  Pumping  Station  which 
have  been  extended.  The  possibility  of  flooding,  which  has  oc¬ 
curred  at  certain  points  in  the  Borough,  is  considerably  reduced, 
and  when  the  scheme  is  completed,  will  be  entirely  elimi¬ 
nated.  Unsuccessful  checks  were  made  during  the  summer  to 
locate  points  of  heavy  infiltration  of  surface  water  into  the  sewers. 

The  Consulting  Engineers  have  been  instructed  by  the  Council 
to  proceed  with  Phase  II  of  the  sewerage  scheme  rendered  neces¬ 
sary  by  the  increasing  population. 

The  maintenance  of  the  existing  sewerage  system  has  been  . 
impeded  by  the  inability  to  obtain  the  requisite  labour  force. 


SWIMMING  POOL 

The  Council  decided  to  modernise  and  extend  the  amenities  of 
the  Pool  and  a  scheme  of  increased  cubicle  accommodation  and 
sanitary  arrangements  is  in  hand.  A  modern  system  of  filtration 
for  the  water  is  also  included  in  the  scheme,  which  will  be  in 
operation  during  1965.  During  1964,  in  spite  of  the  filtration  plant 
being  some  30  years  old,  the  water  was  maintained  to  a  highly 
satisfactory  standard.  Increased  car  parking  facilities  are  also 
being  provided. 

HIGHWAYS 

The  main  improvements  to  highways  were  the  reconstruction 
of  two  unmade  private  streets— Chestnut  Avenue  and  Denton 
Road,  in  addition,  repairs  and  improvements  to  carriageways  and 
footways  were  carried  out.  Two  further  bus  shelters  were  erected. 
Considerable  attention  was  given  to  the  trees  of  the  Borough, 
including  new  planting  and  maintenance  of  existing  trees.  Labour 
difficulties,  as  in  the  case  of  sewerage,  are  still  prevalent. 

PUBLIC  LIGHTING 

The  public  lighting  of  the  Borough  continues  to  be  of  a  high 
standard;  a  modern  vehicle  for  maintenance  and  erection  has  been 
provided,  and  all  new  estates  are  lit  to  the  Council’s  approved 
standards. 
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PARKS 

Improved  playing  facilities  have  been  provided  in  one  park 
and  during  the  coming  year  this  is  being  extended  to  other  parks. 
Extension  of  the  recreational  facilities  of  the  Borough  are  under 
review  by  the  Parks  Committee. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 

The  focal  point  of  the  Council’s  building  programme  this  year 
has  been  the  commencement  of  the  Municipal  Offices  section  of 
the  Civic  Centre  on  the  Elms  site  off  Wellington  Road.  Good  pro¬ 
gress  has  been  made  with  this  project  and  occupation  by  the 
Council’s  staff  under  one  roof  will  be  in  1965. 

HOUSING 

The  Council  has  continued  its  active  programme  of  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  houses  to  let.  A  scheme  of  78  houses  is  in  course  of 
erection  at  Patten  Ash  Drive  and  plans  are  in  preparation  for  a 
further  50  houses  on  a  site  at  Barkham  Road.  Plans  are  in  course 
of  preparation  for  the  demolition  and  redevelopment  of  two  small 
sites  at  present  uneconomically  developed  by  early  post  war  houses. 
Modernisation  of  pre-1939  Council  houses  is  now  in  progress. 

TOWN  PLANNING 

During  the  course  of  the  year  a  plan  for  the  replanning  and 
development  of  the  central  area  of  the  town  was  approved  and 
future  developments  will  be  to  conform  with  this  plan,  which  pro¬ 
vides  for  the  removal  of  through  traffic  from  the  Town  Centre. 
Development  generally  has  proceeded  apace  during  the  year,  and 
some  300  houses  are  in  course  of  erection.  The  Borough  is  thus 
receiving  its  share  of  the  population  drift  into  South  East  England. 


E.  F.  PRESSEY, 

Borough  Surveyor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  HOUSING  MANAGER 

During  the  year  the  Council  built  8  units  of  accommodation, 
bringing  the  total  number  of  properties  under  management  to  877. 
The  8  units  were  old  persons  bungalows,  erected  on  the  Sale 
Memorial  site. 

Following  the  removal  of  the  38  “prefabs”  in  Patten  Ash  Drive, 
site  work  commenced  and  foundations  were  laid  to  the  first  of 
the  77  dwellings  and  40  lock-up  garages  that  will  eventually  be 
erected. 

Plans  were  completed  in  respect  of  further  development  in 
Barkham  Road  and  in  Stage  I  of  this  scheme  the  Council  propose 
to  erect  53  dwellings  and  an  equal  number  of  lock-up  garages. 

Of  the  Council’s  56  pre-war  properties,  14  having  already 
been  improved  and  modernised,  plans  were  approved  for  similar 
work  to  be  carried  out  to  34  and  to  demolish  the  remaining  8  and 
re-develop  with  25  dwellings  and  lock-up  garages. 

The  department  carried  out  70  lettings  during  the  year.  Of 
this  number  31  were  in  respect  of  tranfers  of  accommodation,  3 
in  respect  of  Slum  Clearance,  11  exchanges  (6  of  these  from  out¬ 
side  the  Borough)  and  25  applicants  were  rehoused.  Very  few  pro¬ 
perties  became  available  for  reletting  and  consequently  it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  best  use  of  this  accommodation  by  arrang¬ 
ing  the  large  proportion  of  transfers. 

A  total  of  1625  orders  were  issued  for  repairs  to  Council 
dwellings  and  work  was  commenced  on  the  electrical  rewiring  of 
31  properties  in  Mylne  Square. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  was  increased  to  three  in  Sep¬ 
tember  when  an  Assistant  Housing  Manager  was  appointed  and  it 
was  possible  to  start  on  a  survey  of  occupants  and  a  property 
inspection  in  respect  of  all  Council  owned  dwellings. 

P.  HEDGES, 
Housing  Manager. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  from  mains  supply  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  from  wells  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  samples  from  Martins  Swimming  Pool  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  samples  from  Private  Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  3 

The  two  complaints  received  concerned  mains  supply  and  in 
each  case  the  discolouration  complained  of  arose  from  the  dis¬ 
turbance  of  nearby  mains  by  the  water  company.  In  each  case  the 
condition  quickly  remedied  itself. 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  Borough  have  a  satisfactory  water 
supply  and  efforts  were  made  to  ensure  that  joint  services  were 
discontinued  whenever  alterations  to  houses  were  made  particular¬ 
ly  in  cases  where  improvement  grants  were  made. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Number  of  samples  of  trade  effluent  taken 

Number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  trade  effluents  ...  12 

Number  of  samples  of  sewage  effluent  taken  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  visits  made  following  complaints  arising  from 

unsatisfactory  main  sewers  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

During  the  year  no  adverse  reports  were  received  as  to  the 
presence  of  any  dangerous  or  unusual  elements  in  the  sewage 
entering  the  works.  On  two  occasions  small  quantities  of  red  paint 
entered  the  pumping  station  at  Toutley  but  efforts  to  trace  its 
source  proved  unsuccessful.  The  following  results  of  samples  of 
crude  sewage  and  of  the  effluent  discharged  from  the  Ashridge 
Works  taken  at  the  same  time  during  the  year  showed  that  the 
sewage  was  more  than  average  strength  and  the  biochemical  oxy¬ 
gen  demand  and  the  amount  of  suspended  solids  in  the  effluent 
were  both  above  the  limits  set  by  the  Royal  Commission. 


Ammoniacal  nitrogen 
Albuminoid  nitrogen 
Nitrogen  from  nitrites 
Nitrogen  from  nitrates 
Permanganate  value : 

(3  minutes) 
Permanganate  value  : 

(4  hours)  ... 

Biochemical  oxygen  demand 
(5  days  at  20°C.) 

Total  solids 

Solids  in  suspension  ... 

Total  volatile  on  ignition  . 
Combined  chlorine 
Reaction  (pH  value) 


Crude  Sewage 

Effluent 

p.p.m. 

p.p.m. 

60 

12.8 

2.4 

Nil 

absent 

1  ug. 

absent 

20.0 

31.2 

4.4 

932 

15.0 

400 

23.0 

1090 

720 

350 

50 

300 

40 

105.0 

100.0 

7.8 

7.3 
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The  effluent  from  the  Ashridge  works  discharges  into  a  ditch 
prior  to  its  entering  the  Emmbrook  and  during  the  year  the  ditch 
which  passes  through  two  farms  became  heavily  silted  with  humus. 
One  of  the  farmers  concerned  lodged  both  a  complaint  regarding 
the  condition  of  the  ditch  which  provides  little  natural  dilution  to 
the  effluent  and  a  claim  in  respect  of  three  cattle  found,  on  slaugh¬ 
ter,  to  be  suffering  from  cysticercosis  alleged  by  him  to  have 
arisen  through  the  inadequacy  of  the  treatment  provided  by  the 
works.  Whilst  the  works  are  currently  being  rebuilt  and  enlarged 
to  cope  with  the  increased  flow  from  population  increase  and  the 
treatment  facilities  are  also  in  the  process  of  improvement,  the 
particular  ditch  system  of  effluent  disposal  can  only  be  a  source 
of  trouble  in  the  future  and  should  as  soon  as  possible  be  piped  to 
the  Emmbrook  at  which  point  positive  dilution  takes  place. 

The  complaints  received  regarding  main  sewers  concerned  the 
valley  sewer  which  receives  about  one  half  of  the  town’s  sewage. 
At  times  of  heavy  rainfall  this  sewer  becomes  surcharged  and 
overflows  in  the  vicinity  of  new  residential  development.  Efforts 
during  the  year  to  trace  the  source  of  the  influx  of  surface  water 
have  proved  unsuccessful  and  the  possible  source  of  danger  and 
nuisance  from  overflows  remains. 


SANITARY  CONDITIONS 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  during  the  year : — 


Nuisances —Public  Health  Acts 
Drainage — Public  Health  Acts  ... 

Repairs — Housing  Acts  ... 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  during 
the  year 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  during  the  year 

Number  of  formal  notices  complied  with  during 
the  year 

Number  of  formal  drainage  notices  served  during 
the  year 

Number  of  formal  drainage  notices  complied  with 
during  the  year 

Work  done  by  local  authority  to  sewers  under 
Section  24  Public  Health  Act 

Work  done  by  local  authority  in  default  ... 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  in  respect  of 
sanitary  conditions 


18  premises 
6  premises 
15  premises 

34  premises 
6  premises 

6  premises 

8  premises 

8  premises 

12  premises 
-  premises 

46  premises 
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HOUSING 


Applications  received  for  improvement  grants 
Applications  received  for  conversion  grants  ... 

Applications  received  for  standard  grants 
Applications  approved,  improvement  or  conversion  ... 
Applications  approved,  standard 
Applications  refused 

Total  number  of  visits  made  in  respect  of  applications, 
completions  or  enquiries  regarding  grants 
Total  number  of  housing  units  included  in  applications 
approved 

Total  sum  involved  in  grants  approved  during  the  year  ... 


24 
2 
1 

25 

1 

1 

54 

26 
£6879 


The  Borough  Council  continued  during  the  year  actively  to 
follow  their  policy  in  promoting  the  improvement  of  houses.  Ap¬ 
plications  for  grants  were,  in  most  cases,  in  respect  of  houses 
built  between  1890  and  1910  and  again  in  most  cases  the  work 
consisted  of  the  addition  at  the  rear  of  a  single  storied  bathroom 
and  vestibule,  the  latter  incorporating  a  larder. 

During  the  year  eleven  closing  orders  were  made  and  twelve 
houses  previously  subject  to  closing  orders  were  demolished.  Three 
families  were  re-housed  from  houses  subject  to  closing  orders. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  fourteen  houses  subject  to  closing  orders 
remained  unoccupied.  Fourteen  houses  subject  to  closing  orders 
were  at  the  end  of  the  year  vacant  but  owing  to  the  increase  in 
property  values  and  the  high  cost  of  new  building  it  would  seem 
likelv  that  proposals  for  their  repair  and,  it  is  hoped,  improvement 
will  be  forthcoming. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

The  number  of  moveable  dwellings  in  the  district  during  the 
year  was  21,  18  of  which  were  covered  by  planning  consent  and 
were  provided  with  proper  amenities.  One  unauthorised  caravan 
was  the  subject  of  statutory  action  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
1,  Caravan  Sites  and  Development  Act.  Three  unauthorised  cara¬ 
vans  were  moved  by  informal  action  during  the  year  and  the  one 
small  site  (6  caravans)  was  discontinued  and  the  land  developed. 


FOOD  INSPECTION 

Twenty-four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  relating 
to  the  sale  of  food  stuffs  either  containing  foreign  bodies  or  in  a 
mouldy  condition.  Each  case  was  individually  investigated  with 
both  producer  and  retailer  and  in  the  cases  sufficiently  serious  to 
warrant  their  reporting  to  the  Council,  warnings  were  issued.  It 
was  found  almost  impossible  to  isolate  the  negligent  element  in 
the  history  of  each  of  the  foods  but  the  fact  that  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  was  sought  proved  most  useful  in  making  the  retailers  in  par- 
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ticular  more  conscious  of  the  necessity  for  strict  rotation  of  goods. 
In  all  cases  of  foreign  bodies  these  obviously  entered  the  food  or 
container  accidentally. 

Request  visits  to  examine  doubtful  foodstuffs  resulted  in  certi¬ 
ficates  of  surrender  being  issued  in  respect  of  the  following  food¬ 
stuffs  disposed  of  in  the  Council’s  tip. 

Number  of  certificates  issued 
Number  of  request  visits  ... 

Fish 

•••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Tinned  meat  ... 

Tinned  fruit  ... 

Tinned  vegetables 
Cheese 

Frozen  vegetables  ... 

FOOD  PREMISES 
Number  of  Food  Premises  by  type  of  business  at  the  end  of 


the  year : — 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  ...  ...  ...  36 

Greengrocers  and  Fruit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Licensed  Premises,  Clubs,  Restaurants,  Cafes,  Snack 

Bars,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Off  Licences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


The  following  table  shows  the  defects  for  which  it  was  neces¬ 
sary  to  serve  informal  notices  during  the  year : — 


Want  of  cleanliness 

Supply  of  hot  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Soap  and  towels  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Misuse  of  wash  hand  basins  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Decoration  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Structural  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dustbins  and  condition  of  yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  on  the  standard 
of  hygiene  in  any  food  premises  and  the  unsatisfactory  conditions 
found  were  on  routine  inspections.  It  was  noted  that  the  trades¬ 
people  were  on  the  whole  more  hygiene  conscious  particularly  in 
the  type  and  condition  of  overalls  and  their  efforts  to  keep  flies 
from  their  shops.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  only  one  case  of  food 
poisoning  was  reported  in  the  year. 


31 

58 

91 

lbs. 

45 

tins 

31 

tins 

28 

tins 

5 

lbs. 

107 

pkts. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

% 

All  milk  in  the  Borough  was  sold  under  special  designation. 
The  following  tables  give  details  of  samples  of  milk  sent  for  exam¬ 


ination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory : — 

Number  of  Number 

Samples  Satisfactory 

Methylene  Blue  ...  ...  ...  12  12 

Phosphatase  Test  ...  ...  8  8 

Turbidity  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  2 


Three  samples  of  cream  were  submitted  for  examination  fol¬ 
lowing  a  complaint  of  poor  keeping  quality.  The  result  of  the 
first  sample  suggested  that  the  cream  was  not  as  bacteriologically 
clean  as  it  might  be  but  the  two  follow  up  samples  gave  satisfac¬ 
tory  results. 

THE  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOOD) 

ORDER,  1957 

Number  of  persons  holding  licences : — 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Food)  Order,  1957  ...  8 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  (Licensing  of  Waste  Food 

Sterilisation  Plant)  Order,  1954  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  licences  amended  or  revoked 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  under  1957  Order  ...  12 

Number  of  infringements  found  ... 

Only  one  plant  was  used  throughout  the  year  and  complaints, 
few  in  number,  concerned  the  smell  from  the  actual  boiling,  a  pro¬ 
blem  which  is  difficult  to  overcome.  Most  of  the  waste  food  col¬ 
lected  in  the  Borough  is  transported  outside  the  district. 

SHOPS  ACT 

No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  on  the  closing  of 
shops  although  it  was  noted  that  a  few  shops  trade  outside  official 
closing  hours. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Sixty  eight  visits  were  paid  in  connection  with  infectious 
diseases  and  disinfection  carried  out  in  two  cases.  The  majority 
of  these  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  suspected  dysentery. 

DISINFESTATIONS 

Five  visits  were  made  to  verminous  houses  and  disinfestation 
work  carried  out  at  three  premises. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

The  part-time  rodent  operator  continued  to  carry  out  his 
work  with  the  aid  of  the  light  transport  provided  by  the  Council. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  operator : — 

Total  properties  inspected  in  the  course  of  survey  ...  1039 

Number  of  properties  found  infested  (Rats)  ...  ...  235 

Number  of  properties  found  infested  (Mice)  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  business  properties  treated  ...  ...  ...  88 

Number  of  dwellings  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  182 

In  addition  rodent  control  work  was  also  carried  out  incidental 
to  other  activities  of  the  department. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  established  within  the  Borough. 


OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


The  Council  made  provision  for  additional  staff  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  during  the  year  but  were  unsuccessful  in  making  an  appoint¬ 
ment.  Work  of  registration  was,  however,  possible  and  the  follow¬ 
ing  statistics  reported  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 


Offices  registered  ... 

Retail  shops  registered  ... 
Wholesale  shops  registered 
Catering  establishments  registered 
Fuel  storage  depots  registered  ... 


51  (333) 

73  (460) 

4  (76) 

4  (76) 

1  (3) 


The  number  of  persons  employed  in  each  section  is  shown  in 
brackets  and  was  made  up  of  556  females  and  392  males. 


KNACKERS’  YARD 

This  yard  has  carried  out  its  business  in  a  proper  way  through¬ 
out  the  year  and  there  have  been  no  complaint  s  regarding  the 
activity. 


SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS 

The  Council  owned  pool  operated  during  the  summer. 
Eighteen  samples  taken  each  gave  a  satisfactory  result  but  the 
Council  anticipating  possible  trouble  from  the  age  of  the  filtration 
plant  accepted  a  scheme  for  its  replacement  and  at  the  same  time 
agreed  to  modernise  the  chlorination  plant,  the  facilities  for  chang¬ 
ing  and  the  sanitary  accommodation. 

Three  samples  taken  from  private  pools  each  gave  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  result  and  the  pools  themselves  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 

During  the  year  the  physical  appearance  of  the  principal 
stream  in  the  area  deteriorated  partly  due  to  the  amount  of  debris 
in  the  form  of  builders’  material.  The  water  itself  gave  cause  for 
concern  but  a  careful  survey  of  the  length  in  the  Borough  failed 
to  show  likely  cause.  The  principal  ditches  in  the  town  are  rapidly 
becoming  surcharged  in  times  of  heavy  rain  and  the  Council  will, 
in  the  near  future,  have  to  consider  what  steps  can  be  taken  to 
avoid  this. 


PETROLEUM  ACT  AND  REGULATIONS 

Number  of  retail  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of 

petroleum  spirit  .  11 

Number  of  other  premises  licensed  for  storage  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  substances 

containing  petroleum  spirit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  tests  carried  out,  tanks  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  tests  carried  out,  service  pipes  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 


During  the  year  76  infringements  of  good  practice  were  found 
on  the  inspection  of  premises.  A  common  fault  was  water  lying 
in  the  tank  pits  and  the  absence  of  one  or  other  of  the  statutory 
notices.  In  the  main,  occupiers  were  quick  to  put  matters  right. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Twenty  two  enquiries  were  made  in  connection  with  the  in¬ 
stallation  of  domestic  boilers  and  seven  in  commercial  or  industrial 
premises. 

The  major  development  of  domestic  property  burning  ordinary 
coal  is  that  on  Norrevs  Estate,  the  majority  of  the  properties  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Council.  This  area  of  the  Borough  will  ultimately 
require  control  in  its  use  of  fuels. 

Two  complaints  were  received  of  smoke  from  industrial  type 
furnaces  but  on  investigation  these  were  not  found  actionable. 


SUMMARY 

Summary  of  Inspections  : — 

Meat  transport  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Ice  Cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Other  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Butchers’  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Dairies  ... 

Cafes  and  restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Knackers’  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Shops  ...  ...  . 

Public  Health  Inspections  (nuisances) 

Re-inspections  .  . 

Housing  (inspections  and  re-inspections) 
Moveable  dwellings  ... 

Water  supplies 

Drainage  inspections  ...  . 

Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Public  conveniences  ... 

Martins  Swimming  Pool 

Outworkers  .  ...  . 

Boiler  houses  and  other  furnaces  ... 

Petrol  stations 
Factories 
Fried  fish  shops 

Public  houses  and  places  of  entertainment 
Other  visits 

Infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  visits 
Number  of  disinfections 
Verminous  houses  inspected 
Number  of  disinfestations 

Nature  of  nuisances  dealt  with  during  the  year 

Defective  and  insufficient  cesspools 
Defective  drains 
Choked  drains  ... 

Choked  and  foul  W.C.  pans  ... 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  ... 

Defective  soil  and  ventilation  pipes 

Defective  waste  pipes  and  traps 

Defective  gutters  and  stackpipes  ... 

Defective  roofs 

Defective  chimney  stacks 

Damp  premises 

Defective  floors 

Defective  grates  and  coppers 

Defective  windows,  skylights  and  doors  ... 

Defective  plaster  (walls  and  ceilings) 

Defective  or  insufficient  refuse  receptacle 

Offensive  accumulations 

Defective  staircases  ... 

Miscellaneous  ... 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT,  1961. 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 


I_ Number  of 


Premises 

0) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

12 

8 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

64 

21 

2 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

12 

2 

- 

- 

TOTAL  . 

88 

31 

4 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects 

ware  found. 

Particulars. 

0) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To 

H.M. 

Insp'tr. 

(4) 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(5) 

Number 
of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions 
were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding  . 

Unreasonable  tern- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

perature  . 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage 

2 

2 

to  floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences : 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

defective  . 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

1 

1 

■— 

— 

sexes  . 

Other  offences  (not 
including  offences 

relating  to  Out- 

1 

1 

work)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

4 

4 

_ 

— 

— 
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PART  VIII  of  the  ACT. 


OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134). 


Section  133 

Section  134 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No,  cf 

Notices 

Prose- 

Out- 

Cases  of 

Prosecu- 

Instances 

Served 

cutions. 

W orkers 

Default  in 

tions  for 

of  work 

in  Aug. 

sending 

Failure 

in  Un- 

List 

Lists. 

to 

wholesome 

Nature  of 

required 

to  the 

supply 

premises. 

by  Sect. 

Council. 

Lists 

Work 

133  (1)  (c) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

W  earing 

apparel : 

Furniture 

and  up¬ 
holstery 

Making,  etc. 

— 

.  — 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Total  ... 

— 

- 

•  - 

— 

-  i 

JOHN  B.  BOWDEN, 
Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN 

Seventy-one  more  births  were  recorded  in  the  District  than  in 
1963,  the  total  being  1,383.  This  figure  gives  a  birth  rate  of  20.9, 
which  is  slightly  above  the  figure  for  the  country  as  a  whole.  The 
infant  mortality  rate,  that  is,  deaths  of  babies  under  one  year, 
was  18.8  per  thousand  live  births.  This  again  is  better  than  the 
national  figure  of  20.0,  which  is  itself  the  lowest  on  record. 

DEATHS 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  population  of  the  area  was  slight¬ 
ly  more  than  the  year  before,  497  compared  with  465.  The  cor¬ 
rected  death  rate  at  9.9  per  thousand  remains  below  the  national 
figure  of  11.3.  Deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  rose  to  31  com¬ 
pared  with  11  in  1963  and  21  in  1962.  The  increased  mortality 
from  this  cause  now  makes  lung  cancer  one  of  the  more  important 
causes  of  death  among  persons  over  50  years  of  age  in  the  area. 

COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES 

Notifications  of  measles  amounted  to  405  in  1964;  the  next 
most  important  illness  was  whooping  cough,  with  100  cases.  This 
disease  is  being  reported  in  increasing  numbers  throughout  the 
country  and  it  is  clear  that  complete  protection  against  all  strains 
has  not  yet  been  achieved.  Both  food  poisoning  and  dysentery 
remained  at  a  very  low  level  of  incidence.  One  case  of  sonne 
dysentery  was  diagnosed  in  a  visitor  to  a  local  holiday  camp.  Strict 
hygiene  precautions  were  advised  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
camp  manager  no  other  cases  occurred.  Only  four  cases  of  puer¬ 
peral  pyrexia  were  reported,  all  except  one  being  of  a  very  minor 
nature. 

A  case  of  brucellosis  was  notified  in  December,  through  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  On  investigation  it  was  found 
that  the  patient  was  in  the  habit  of  consuming  unpasteurised  milk 
which  he  obtained  from  a  local  producer/dealer.  The  source  of  in¬ 
fection  was  traced  by  the  Veterinary  Authorities  and  the  owner  of 
the  herd  agreed  to  dispose  of  the  infected  animals  and  to  cease 
dealing  in  raw  milk. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

These  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  The  only  unsatisfactory 
results  were  obtained  from  water  samples  taken  from  wells.  In 
these  cases  it  was  found  possible  to  connect  the  premises  to  a  mains 
supply  at  an  early  date.  In  certain  parts  of  the  parishes  of  War- 
grave  and  Remenham  water  is  still  obtained  from  wells  in  the 
Thames  Gravel,  but  results  of  tests  have  always  been  satisfactory. 

The  level  of  fluoride,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained,  is  the  same 
as  in  previous  years. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Extension  to  main  drainage  was  carried  out  in  the  Nine  Mile 
Ride  area  of  Wokingham  Without  and  also  in  Shinfield.  Work 
was  also  begun  on  the  new  sewage  purification  plant  at  Arborfield. 
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WOKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Book 
at  31st  March,  1965 
Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1965  ... 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ... 

Population  (estimated)  mid-year 


40,828 

18,516 

£2,660,092 

£11,020 

61,890 


LIVE  BIRTHS: 


M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

660 

673 

1,333 

Illegitimate  ... 

25 

25 

50 

Total  ... 

685 

698 

1,383 

Live  Birth  Rate  (per 

1,000  population) 

• 

Actual 

•  ••  •••  ••• 

... 

,  .  .  •  •  • 

22.3 

Corrected  ... 

•••  •••  ••• 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  ,  .  . 

20.9 

Illegitimate  Live 

Births  per  cent,  of 

Total 

Live  Births 

3.6 

STILL  BIRTHS: 


M  F 

Number  of  Still  Births  11  9 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 
Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 


Total 

20 


1,403 

14.3 


INFANT  DEATHS  (lTnder  1  year)  : 

M 

F 

Total 

Legitimate 

12 

12 

24 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

1 

2 

Total  ... 

13 

13 

26 

Infant  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  1 

ive 

births)  : 

Legitimate 

...  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

18.0 

Illegitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

40.0 

Total 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

18.8 

Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1,000 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.7 

Early  Neo-natal  Death  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week 

per  1,000  live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11.6 

Perinatal  Death  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under 

1  week  combined  per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  25.7 

MATERNAL  DEATHS: 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still  births)  ...  0.7 


DEATHS  (All  causes)  : 


M 


Number  of  Deaths  ...  262 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  : 
Actual 

Corrected  ... 


F 

235 


Total 

497 


8.0 

9.9 


Wokingham  Rural  District 


2  7 


NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Disease 

1964 

1963 

1962 

Diphtheria  ...  . 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

2 

5 

25 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

8 

1 

Malaria 

— 

1 

Measles 

406 

959 

187 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ... 

— 

1 

2 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis : 

(a)  Paralytic 

- 

(b)  Non-paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

7 

9 

10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

4 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

29 

26 

18 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

100 

28 

11 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 


Age  Group 

Respiratory 

Non -respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1  year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2-4  years 

2 

1 

— 

— 

5-9  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10-14  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-19  . 

2 

1 

— 

1 

20-24  . . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

25-34  „  . 

2 

1 

1 

— 

35-44  „  . 

3 

2 

— 

1 

45-54  „  . 

3 

1 

— 

— 

55-64  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65-74  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

75  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  (All  Ages) 

12 

8 

1 

2 

28 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

The  number  of  children  who  were  immunised  against  Diph¬ 
theria,  Whooping  Cough  and  Tetanus  during  the  year  is  as  follows : 

DIPHTHERIA: 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

WHOOPING  COUGH: 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

TRIPLE  (DIPHTHERIAAVHOOPING  COUGH/TETANUS) : 

Primary  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,234 

Re-inforcing  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  580 

The  number  of  children  and  adults  who  were  vaccinated 
against  Smallpox  and  immunised  against  Poliomyelitis  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  : — 

SMALLPOX: 

Primary  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  635 

Re-vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

POLIOMYELITIS: 

3  Oral  Doses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,323 

2  Salk  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

2  Oral  Doses  after  2  Salk  Injections  ...  ...  ...  32 

3rd  Salk  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

4th  Oral  Doses  or  Salk  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  985 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  OF  INFANTS  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 

Congenital  abnormalities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Congenital  heart  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Asphyxia — inhalation  of  vomit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Asphyxia  at  birth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Burns — accidental  ... 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  WOKINGHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1964. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  ENGINEER. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Despite  a  slow  start  in  going  out  to  tender,  progress  on  main 
drainage  schemes  during  1964  has  been  exceptionally  good. 

The  Shinfield  main  drainage  contract  which  was  started  early 
in  1963  was  completed  in  August  1964.  A  sewer  extension  in  the 
Church  Road  and  Ryeish  Green  area  of  Shinfield  was  also  carried 
out  as  part  of  the  main  contract. 

In  April  work  commenced  on  the  27in.  diameter  soil  relief 
sewer  for  Woodley.  The  section  of  sewer  constructed  through 
the  marshy  land  at  Colemansmoor  Road  did  not  prove  to  be  as 
difficult  as  anticipated  and  work  was  completed  ahead  of  schedule. 

July  saw  the  start  of  the  smaller  sewer  extension  schemes  in 
Mole  Road,  Winnersh,  and  Eversley  Road,  Arborfield. 

Work  commenced  on  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Arborfield. 
By  the  end  of  1964  the  concrete  approach  road  had  been  laid,  and 
settling  tanks,  bacteria  beds,  pump  houses  and  sludge  drying  beds 
were  in  various  stages  of  construction. 

The  placing  of  provisional  orders  for  machinery  and  plant, 
etc.  earlier  in  the  year,  enabled  the  scheduled  programme  to  be 
maintained. 

With  the  recurrence  of  flooding  of  the  soil  sewer  in  the  area 
of  Loddon  Bridge,  the  completion  of  the  24in.  diameter  rising 
main  and  the  temporary  connection  from  the  existing  pumping 
station  in  May  was  a  most  welcome  event.  The  pumping  rate  at 
the  station  has  been  more  than  doubled  by  the  connection. 

Tenders  have  been  obtained  for  the  Barkham,  Finchampstead 
and  Wokingham  Without  main  drainage  scheme,  which  involves 
the  construction  of  over  12  miles  of  sewers,  varying  in  size  from 
21  in.  to  6in.  diameter.  Work  will  commence  early  in  1965. 

During  the  year  we  have  had  our  share  of  troubles  with  sewer 
and  pump  blockages,  motors  burnt  out,  and  damages  to  sewers 
and  rising  main  by  contractors. 

The  inability  to  recruit  suitable  and  adequate  labour  for 
sewage  works  and  sewer  maintenance  has  necessitated  some  of  the 
work  being  carried  out  under  contract. 

SURFACE  WATER  DRAINAGE. 

The  following  surface  water  drainage  schemes  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  : — 

1.  Merryhill  Green,  Stage  II. 

2.  Norton  Road. 

3.  Woodley  and  Earley,  Stage  I. 

Council  and  Ministry  approval  have  been  given  for  a  surface 
water  drainage  scheme  for  Nash  Grove  Lane  and  Barkham  Ride  in 
the  parishes  of  Barkham  and  Wokingham  Without. 

W.  BENNETT, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COUNCIL’S  SURVEYOR. 


HOUSING 


COUNCIL  HOUSES  —  BUILDING  PROGRESS. 
Position  at  31st  December,  1964: — 

u 

'  S  £  « 

£  03  2  O’o.Q* 

Under 

Construc¬ 

tion 

Approved 

Total 

Arborfield 

38 

2 

42 

82 

Barkham 

8 

— 

14 

22 

Earley  ... 

4 

— 

— 

4 

Finchampstead 

25 

— 

42 

67 

Hurst  ... 

22 

— 

26 

48 

Remenham 

— 

— 

8 

8 

Ruscombe 

31 

— 

77 

-  108 

Shinfield 

56 

— 

285 

68  -  409 

Sonning 

34 

— 

16 

-  32  82 

Swallowfield 

39 

2 

25 

66 

Twyford 

36 

— 

124 

-  160 

Wargrave 

46 

— 

115 

-  161 

Winnersh 

18 

— 

41 

59 

Wokingham  Without 

15 

2 

73 

90 

Woodley 

25 

397 

2 

8 

480 

1,368 

-  507 

68  32  1,873 

HOUSING  WAITING  LIST. 

Annual  Review — December  1964. 


Parish 

1962 

1963 

Arborfield 

36 

51 

Barkham 

9 

15 

Earley 

51 

66 

Finchampstead 

25 

26 

Hurst 

31 

26 

Remenham  ... 

10 

10 

Ruscombe  ... 

10 

14 

Shinfield 

137 

141 

Sonning 

25 

25 

Swallowfield 

35 

36 

Twyford  ...  . 

73 

69 

Wargrave  ... 

55 

53 

Winnersh 

61 

59 

Wokingham  Without 

80 

79 

Woodley 

102 

105 

740 

775 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

The  number  of  deposited  plans  submitted  for  Town  Planning 
and/or  Byelaw  consideration  for  the  year  1964  is  as  follows: — 


Outline  applications  for  housing  development  ...  ...  352 

Detailed  plans  for  housing  development  ...  ...  ...  218 

Detailed  plans  for  alterations  and  additions  to  existing 
dwellings,  for  conversions,  business  premises,  large 
garages  and  new  accesses,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  351 

Advertisement  signs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Factory  building  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Local  Authority  development  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Working  of  minerals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Development  by  Statutory  Undertakings  ...  ...  3 

Permitted  development,  re.  small  alterations  to  existing 
dwellings,  new  drainage  systems  and  small  garages, 
(Byelaws  only)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  742 

Overhead  electricity  lines  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 


1,787 

(  1963  Total:  1,692  ). 

The  number  of  private  houses  completed  in  1964  and  under 
construction  on  the  31st  December,  1964  is  as  follows: — 


Parish 

Completed 

Under 

Construction 

Arborfield 

3 

4 

Barkham 

7 

4 

Earley 

21 

50 

Finchampstead 

12 

8 

Hurst 

11 

1 

Remenham 

2 

— 

Ruscombe 

1 

1 

Shinfield 

60 

10 

Sonning 

1 

— 

Swallowheld 

6 

3 

Twyford 

93 

30 

Wargrave 

10 

2 

Winnersh 

119 

26 

Wokingham  Without  ... 

101 

60 

Woodley 

. . . 

384 

148 

831 

347 

1963  Total  : 

791 

310 

G.  R.  TWEEN, 

Surveyor. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

WET  SCAVENGING 


(a)  COLLECTION. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  fleet  of  vehicles  has  been  main¬ 
tained  at  six,  with  a  seventh  in  reserve.  The  following  is  the  sta¬ 


tistical  information  regarding  the 
vehicles  compared  with  the  previous 

No.  of  vehicle  hours  worked  ... 
No.  of  miles  travelled  ... 

No.  of  gallons  of  fuel  used 
No.  of  cesspools  emptied 
Length  of  hose  used  (ft.) 
Sewage  disposed  of  (gals.) 


work  carried  out 

with  the 

year : — 

1963 

1964 

12,833 

11,969 

91,425 

84,215 

8,730 

8,114 

11,416 

11,350 

1,078,800 

902,930 

14,097,275 

13,969,525 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  question  of  a  bonus  scheme 
for  staff  engaged  on  cesspool  emptying  was  being  discussed.  Al¬ 
though  the  staff  has  always  worked  well  in  this  section,  the  acute 
shortage  of  labour  in  the  area  is  making  staff  replacement  difficult. 
A  bonus  scheme  is  in  operation  for  dry  scavenging  workmen,  and 
this  can  be  said  to  have  retained  rather  than  recruited  staff.  If  the 
bonus  scheme  for  wet  scavenging  employees  is  successful  in  re¬ 
taining  staff  for  this  important  but  unattractive  service  it  will  have 
performed  a  most  useful  function. 

The  bonus  scheme  envisaged  is  an  individual  one  for  each  crew 
of  a  cesspool  emptying  machine  and  is  calculated  weekly  on  the 
miles  travelled,  hose  laid  and  gallons  of  sewage  disposed  of.  Over¬ 
time  will  not  normally  be  worked,  and  when  this  is  necessary, 
overtime  rates  will  be  paid  but  no  bonus  will  be  payable.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  where  a  driver  is  willing  to  operate  his  vehicle  without  a 
mate,  an  allowance  will  be  made  to  encourage  him  so  to  do.  This 
year  and  the  two  succeeding  years  will  be  most  difficult  ones  for 
the  cesspool  emptying  service,  but  the  effect  of  the  Barkham/ 
Finchampstead/Wokingham  Without  main  drainage  scheme  should 
by  that  time  have  reduced  the  Council’s  commitments  to  a  marked 
degree. 


(b)  DISPOSAL. 

The  following  table  shows  the  amount  of  cesspool  sewage,  in 
gallons,  disposed  of  at  the  various  sites  compared  with  the  pre¬ 
vious  year : — 
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Site 

1963 

1964 

Gipsy  Lane 

3,723,050 

2,606,250 

Colemans  Moor 

2,387,100 

2,737,050 

Winnersh  Farm 

— 

811,200 

Other  sites 

988,150 

1,488,900 

Into  manholes  at : — 

Wokingham  Borough  sewers 

3,794,800 

1,869,175 

Wargrave  sewers 

1,365,350 

1,385,300 

Winnersh  sewers 

1,085,200 

1,426,725 

Shinfield  sewers 

753,625 

1,644,925 

14,097,275 

13,969,525 

The  most  important  occurrence  during  the  year  was  the  re¬ 
quest  from  Wokingham  Borough  Council  that  this  Council  should 
cease  the  use  of  the  Borough  sewers  for  the  disposal  of  cesspool 
contents  whilst  the  extensions  to  the  Sewage  Works  are  in  pro¬ 
gress.  This  created  a  problem,  made  more  severe  in  that  the 
demand  for  the  cesspol  emptying  service  comes  in  the  main  from 
the  parishes  of  Wokingham  Without  and  Finchampstead,  and  the 
haul  from  these  parishes  to  the  Borough  sewers  is  an  average  of 
not  more  than  two  miles.  The  Wet  Scavenging  site  at  Winnersh 
Farm,  which  had  not  been  used  for  several  years,  had  to  be  put 
back  into  operation.  A  mechanical  digger  was  purchased  and  in 
spite  of  the  shortage  of  labour  this  site  was  brought  back  into  use 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  The  whole  of  the  disposal  area  was 
bulldozed,  regraded,  and  lagoons  were  constructed  of  such  size  that 
they  can  in  future  be  emptied  by  mechanical  means.  This 
mechanical  digger  will  be  put  to  use  on  other  sites  and  its  purchase 
will  result  in  site  work  now  being  done  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  left.  The  mechanising  of  the  unpleasant  task  of  hand 
digging  sludge  is  something  which  should  have  been  introduced 
before  the  labour  force  on  this  work  had  shrunk  to  such  a  small 
number. 

No  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  tipping  bay  at  King 
Street  Lane,  Winnersh.  The  adjoining  field  is  to  be  developed 
as  a  large  Council  Housing  Estate,  and  when  this  is  carried  out  the 
use  of  King  Street  Lane  as  a  disposal  point  for  cesspool  contents 
will  have  to  cease. 

The  new  Sewage  Works  at  Arborfield  is  at  the  present  time 
being  constructed  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  tipping  bay  for  cesspool 
contents  will  be  constructed  in  conjunction  with  this  Works  during 
next  year. 
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CONNECTIONS  TO  MAIN  DRAINAGE 

No.  of  notices  that  sewer  was  available  delivered  ...  360 

No.  of  properties  connected  to  the  sewer  ...  ...  293 

This  matter  again  received  considerable  attention  during  the 
year.  The  Shinfield/Swallowfield  scheme  was  completed,  together 
with  sewer  extensions  in  Arborfield  and  Winnersh.  In  all,  360 
notices  that  the  public  sewer  was  available  were  delivered  to 
householders. 

Supervision  of  the  connections  was  carried  out  in  the  293 
properties  connected  to  the  sewer.  Of  this  number,  191  were  in 
Shinfield  Parish,  66  in  Swallowfield,  14  in  Arborfield,  8  each  in 
Winnersh  and  Woodley,  and  6  others  in  various  parts  of  the  dis¬ 
trict.  This  work  involved  considerable  time,  particularly  when  the 
Council's  scheme  for  assisting  connections  by  deferred  payments 
was  put  into  effect  in  25  cases. 

The  sewer  laying  in  the  Barkham/Finchampstead/Wokingham 
Without  scheme  was  commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  and 
the  fixing  of  lateral  positions  prior  to  the  contractors  laying  the 
sewer  is  being  undertaken.  This  scheme  will  occupy  Mr.  Lewis 
almost  full  time  for  the  next  two  years.  Mr.  Huntington  has 
similarly  been  engaged  on  schemes  in  Winnersh,  Shinfield  and 
Swallowfield  for  the  past  three  years. 

The  Council  allow  the  cesspool  emptying  service  to  operate 
for  six  months  after  notice  has  been  given  that  the  sewer  is  avail¬ 
able  for  use.  It  is  disappointing  to  note  that  without  exception  the 
connections  at  Council  Houses  are  held  up,  the  delay  being  any¬ 
thing  from  twelve  to  thirty  months  . 

DRY  SCAVENGING 

(a)  COLLECTION. 

The  refuse  collection  in  the  area  is  now  a  semi-backdoor  col¬ 
lection,  whereby  the  bins  are  taken  from  the  rear  of  the  property, 
the  contents  emptied  into  lorries  and  the  empty  bins  returned  to  a 
point  at  or  near  the  front  gate  of  the  house.  This  system  is  operat¬ 
ing  in  42  out  of  45  routes  and  is  working  reasonably  well.  Nine 
vehicles  are  in  operation,  with  one  in  reserve.  Another  35  yd. 
Pakamatic  vehicle  is  on  order  and  a  second  vehicle  will  then  be 
taken  into  reserve.  Labour  in  this  area  is  most  difficult  to  obtain, 
and  with  an  almost  daily  increase  in  the  number  of  properties  to 
collect  from,  problems  of  management  and  organisation  are  bound 
to  arise.  It  seems  fair  comment  to  say  that  no  serious  breakdown 
of  collection  services  has  ever  occurred,  and  no  doubt  this  can  be 
attributed  to  the  bonus  scheme  for  collectors  now  in  operation. 
How  long  this  will  hold  good  it  is  difficult  to  say,  as  although  this 
Council  was  the  first  to  institute  a  bonus  scheme,  neighbouring 
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Councils  are  now  paying  more  than  twice  the  amount  in  bonus  per 
week  to  their  employees. 

The  comparison  of  the  year  with  the  previous  year  is  given  in 
the  table  below,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  the  effect  of  the  in¬ 
creased  population  : — 


1963 

1964 

Total  number  of  vehicle  hours  worked  ... 

19,762 

22,613 

Total  miles  travelled 

95,778 

99,953 

Total  fuel  used  (gals.) 

9,786 

10,317 

Total  oil  used  (gals.) 

440 

390 

Refuse  removed  (c.  yds.)  ... 

122,138 

146,039 

The  increase  in  the  volume  of  refuse  dealt  with  is  again  in  the 
region  of  11%  more  than  the  previous  year,  whilst  the  number  of 
properties  has  increased  by  approximately  5'%.  Although  the 
proportionate  increase  in  the  volume  of  refuse  collected  is  slightly 
less  than  in  recent  years  it  is  proof,  if  one  is  wanted,  of  the 
national  trend  towards  more  and  bulkier  refuse. 


(b)  DISPOSAL. 

Two  sites  have  again  been  in  use  for  disposal  of  refuse  by 
controlled  tipping.  Disposal  was  carried  out  as  shown  below,  the 
figures  being  in  cubic  yards  as  delivered  by  the  lorries  : — 

Hyde  End  Road,  Shinfield  .  49,794 

Ham  River  Gravel  Pits,  Woodley  ...  97,322 

Depot,  Watmore  Lane  ...  ...  ...  132 


Refu  se  from  Wokingham  Borough 


147,248 

25,200 


172,448 


During  the  year  the  Council  took  over  an  additional  40  acres 
of  land  adjoining  the  site  at  Tippings  Lane,  Woodley,  which  had 
been  the  subject  of  negotiations  for  over  five  years.  The  old  gravel 
pits  were  waterlogged  and  the  reduction  in  the  water  level  was  ac¬ 
complished  without  incident.  The  transfer  of  operations  to  this 
land  was  made  when  the  tipping  in  the  old  site  was  almost  com¬ 
pleted.  It  was  the  probable  lack  of  tipping  space  which  prompted 
this  Council  to  give  notice  to  the  Wokingham  Borough  Council  to 
terminate  their  agreement  to  dispose  of  their  refuse  on  the  Coun¬ 
cil's  sites. 

The  addition  of  the  International  Wain-Rov  excavator,  (men¬ 
tioned  under  Wet  Scavenging),  has  been  a  great  asset  in  the 
carrying  out  of  the  drainage  works  at  Woodley. 

The  site  at  Hyde  End  Road,  Shinfield,  will  probably  be  com¬ 
pleted  by  the  end  of  1965. 
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The  “Disposal  Section’’  consists  of  one  International  Dozer 
with  a  4yd.  Scraper,  one  International  Drott,  one  International 
Wain-Roy  Back  Hoe  and  Front  Shovel,  one  Commer  6yd.  tipper 
and  one  Bedford  5yd.  4-wheel  tipper.  This  equipment  is  used  for 
site  work  at  both  Wet  and  Dry  disposal  sites,  special  collections 
and  other  odd  jobs. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  AND  FOOD  HYGIENE 


REGULATIONS 

INSPECTIONS  : 

Dairies .  18 

Milk  Delivery  Vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Bakers'  and  Confectioners'  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Butchers'  Shops  .  .  128 

Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  ...  5 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Canteens  and  Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  196 

Confectioners'  Shops  (Sweets)  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Grocers’  and  General  Provisions  Shops  ...  ...  ...  403 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Stalls  and  Mobile  Vans  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

Ice  Cream  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Fruiterers’  and  Greengrocers'  Shops  ...  ...  ...  40 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 


The  year  under  review  again  showed  an  increase  in  the  num¬ 
ber  of  complaints  by  housewives  regarding  unwholesome  food.  A 
considerable  amount  of  time  is  taken  by  the  Inspectors  in  inves¬ 
tigating  these  complaints,  and  successful  legal  proceedings  were 
instituted  in  two  cases.  In  the  case  of  a  carton  of  Yogurt  con¬ 
taining  a  portion  of  a  cigarette,  the  manufacturers  pleaded  guilty 
and  were  fined  £20.  In  the  case  of  a  consignment  of  frozen  meat 
delivered  to  a  school  in  the  area,  the  suppliers  pleaded  not  guilty. 
The  case  was  proved  and  a  fine  of  £25  was  imposed. 

The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  at  food  stores  was 
1,166,  and  the  need  for  the  maintenance  of  high  food  hygiene  stan¬ 
dards  in  retail  shops  cannot  be  too  strongly  emphasised.  It  was 
found  that  one  of  the  main  causes  of  unwholesome  food  was  the 
retailer's  lack  of  sufficient  understanding  of  the  manufacturers’ 
codings.  Until  such  time  as  the  manufacturer  of  perishable  goods 
plainly  exhibits,  in  the  form  of  a  date,  his  time  limit  for  freshness, 
this  type  of  trouble  will  recur. 
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UNSOUND  FOOD: 

26|lbs.  English  Beef 
21  lbs.  Cooked  Gammon 

Bacon 

4\  stone  Haddock  Fillets 
21bs.  Lamb  Livers 
281bs.  Pig  Kidneys 

(Imported) 

31bs.  New  Zealand  Lamb 
31bs.  New  Zealand  Lamb 

Livers 

4-|lbs.  Beef  (Imported) 

133  Chickens 
6  Turkeys 
20  pints  Milk 
1  box — 301bs.  Australian 

Rabbits 

9  tins  Chopped  Pork 
4  tins  Jellied  Veal 

10  tins  Corned  Beef 


2  tins  Lamb  Livers 

14  tins  Chopped  Ham 
39  tins  Pears 

91,200  tins  Processed  Peas 
22,800  tins  Spinach 
31  tins  Apple  Dumpling 

3  tins  Prawns 
12  tins  Beans 

30  tins  Tomatoes 
19  tins  Milk 

31  tins  Mixed  Fruit 

15  tins  Peas 

7  tins  Stewed  Steak 
12  tins  Pilchards 
14  tins  Peaches 
12  tins  Apricots 
12  tins  Fruit  Cocktail 
62  tins  Various  Foodstuffs 


The  contents  of  two  refrigerated  cabinets,  comprising  of  1,200 
packets  of  Frozen  Foods. 


ICE  CREAM: 

Number  of  applications  for  Registration  of  Premises 
under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 

for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (  WASTE  FOODS  )  ORDER  1957 

Number  of  persons  holding  licences  ...  ...  ...  9 

At  the  end  of  the  year  nine  persons  were  operating  plant  and 
equipment  for  the  boiling  of  waste  foods  under  licence.  No  con¬ 
travention  of  the  Order  has  been  observed  on  routine  inspections. 


ANIMAT.  BOARDING  ESTABLISHMENTS  ACT  1963 

Sixteen  licences  were  issued  under  the  above  Act,  and  37  in¬ 
spections  were  made. 

Two  licences  lapsed  during  the  year.  The  general  standard 
of  the  Boarding  Establishments  was  quite  good  and  no  serious 
contraventions  of  the  licence  conditions  occurred. 


HOUSING 

SLUM  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME. 

The  following  shows  the  action  taken  during  the  year  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  above  programme : — 
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(1)  Number  of  houses  demolished  not  in  Clearance 
Areas  as  a  result  of  formal  procedure  under 
Sections  16  or  17  (1)  Housing  Act  1957 
Number  of  persons  displaced 
Number  of  families 

(2)  Number  of  unfit  houses  closed  under  Sections  16 
(4),  17  (1),  and  35  (1),  Housing  Act,  1957,  and 
Section  26,  Housing  Act  1961 
Number  of  persons  displaced 
Number  of  families 

(3)  Number  of  unfit  houses  and  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied : — 

After  informal  notice  by  Local  Authority  ... 

After  formal  notice  under  Section  24,  Housing 
Act  1957 

x  i  v  c  j  i.  y  t  •  •  •  •*(  •  •  •  •••  •  •  • 

HOUSING  ACT,  1964. 

Section  19  (1): 

Improvement  of  dwellings  outside  improvement  areas 
Number  of  representations  received 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS. 

Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 
Inspections 
Re-inspections 
Overcrowding 
Miscellaneous 

WATER  SAMPLING. 

Visits  re.  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Water  samples  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Five  samples  of  water  from  swimming  baths  at  schools  in  the 
area  were  submitted  for  analysis.  Four  results  were  quite  satis¬ 
factory,  but  one  result  showed  a  rather  high  plate  count.  This 
was  due  to  insufficient  chlorination.  A  further  check  sample  gave 
a  satisfactory  result. 

Two  samples  of  tube  well  water  used  for  drinking  and  domestic 
purposes  proved  satisfactory. 

CARAVAN  SITES  AND  CONTROL  OF 
DEVELOPMENT  ACT,  1960. 

A  total  of  41  applications  were  received  for  planning  per¬ 
mission  under  the  above  Act,  of  which  14  were  refused.  The 
position  in  this  area  is  substantially  as  in  the  previous  year.  The 
need  for  vans  is  greatly  in  excess  of  the  supply  and  the  Council 
have  let  a  contract  this  year  for  the  construction  of  site  works, 
etc.,  to  be  carried  out  at  their  own  site  at  Grovelands  Avenue, 
Winnersh,  to  increase  the  accommodation  there  by  about  40. 
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19 

151 

9 

15 


25 

64 

24 


15 

27 

15 


11 

10 
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NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT 

Following  complaints  received  regarding  excessive  noise  from 
factories,  24  visits  were  made.  With  the  help  of  a  Sound  Level 
Meter  decibel  readings  were  taken.  Informal  action  was  successful 
in  reducing  the  amount  of  noise,  mainly  by  the  erection  of  barriers 
at  source. 


CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Twelve  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  above,  fol¬ 
lowing  complaints  regarding  oil  spots  on  washing  in  a  residential 
area.  The  offending  chimney  was  outside  the  Council’s  area  and 
representations  were  made  to  the  Authority  concerned. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

The  summary  of  statistical  information  made  up  from  appli¬ 
cations  for  registration  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labour.  Unfortunately  no  complete  inspections  were  made  under 
the  Act  owing  to  insufficient  staff  being  available  for  this  work. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

Section  50. 

Three  burials  were  undertaken  during  the  year  under  the 
above  Act. 


PEST  CONTROL 


Number  of  complaints  received: — 


Rat  infestation 

1  co  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  * .  • 

Other  pests 

Number  of  properties  found  infested  with  :  — 

Rats  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

^1  ice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Other  pests 

Number  of  treatments  carried  over  from  previous  year 


511 

46 

160 


941 

119 

167 

84 


Number  of  properties  treated  for : — 

Rat  infestation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,063 

Mice  118 

Other  pests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Number  of  infested  properties  where  advice  has  been  given  73 
Total  number  of  inspections  for  all  purposes  ...  ...  ...  4,010 

Total  number  of  re-inspections  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  1,624 

Value  of  contracts  in  operation  ...  ...  ...  £175.  0.  0. 

Value  of  existing  contracts  renewed  ...  ...  ...  £544.  0.  0 
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SUMMARY  OF  OTHER  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Inspections  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  330 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  573 

Moveable  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,292 

Verminous  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Disinfestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Licensed  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Nursing  Homes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Swimming  Pools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pig  Sties  and  Poultry  Runs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Hairdressers  and  Barbers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Infectious  Disease  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Infectious  Disease  Disinfections  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Collection  of  faecal  Stools,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

NOTICES. 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  during  the  year  ...  282 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  from  1963  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  during  the  year  263 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  outstanding  at  the  end  of  year  26 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  served  during  the  year  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Formal  Notices  outstanding  at  end  of  year 
Work  carried  out  by  Local  Authority  in  default 
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Wokingham  Rural  District 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

1.  INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities  . 

6 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  . 

104 

130 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

TOTAL  . 

110 

132 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 

0) 

No.  of  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 

Number 
of  Cases 
in  which 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(4) 

rred 

By 

H.M. 

Insp’tr. 

(5) 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  : 

Unsuitable  or 

Defective  ..  |  4 

4 

TOTAL  ...  4  4 

- 

— 

Wokingham  Rural  District 
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PART  VIII  of  the  ACT. 
OUTWORK  (Sections  133  and  134). 


Section  133  Section  134 


Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
Out- 
Workers 
in  Aug. 

List 

required 
by  Sect. 
133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
Cases  of 
Default  in 
sending 
Lists 
to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
Failure 

to, 

supply 

Lists. 

No.  of 
Instances 
of  work 
in  Un¬ 
wholesome 
premises. 

Notices 

Served 

Prose¬ 

cutions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 

apparel 

Making, 

etc. 

12 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Furniture 

and 

Upholstery 

1 

- 

— 

— 

! 

— 

Total  ... 

13 

- 

! 

D.  EVANS, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


i. 


